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 From our Chief Executive Officer

Dr. Claire Bankole, CEO

As I reviewed the last year with members of the team recently it was great 
to see and celebrate the journey we have taken to where we are now. 
Looking back we have clearly been in a season of re-birth with all the joys 
and challenges that come with that. In this new season we find ourselves, 
our influence is growing as we step out with Hope, and a renewed 
confidence gift and call. Whether it’s our growing presence in the local 
Secondary School in Reading, the new ministry to young families in Preston, 
growing sustainability in Witham, the journey of faith taken by youngsters 
in Wheatley, or Christian leaders seeking us out for support in local mission; 
we are certain of God with us and leading us. New opportunities continue 
to present themselves and current ones keep expanding; intentional prayer 
opened the doors; and intentional prayer will bring the people and the 
resource in. I invite you to continue on this journey with us, take your part in 
the story and see what God does with and through us, together.



From Our Trustees

Bruce Dutton Stephen McNee Leon Collyer

Welcome to the 2018/19 Annual Report. We hope you are inspired and 
encouraged to read what has been happening through our work.

The school work in Reading has gone from strength to strength, especially 
with the activity in The John Madejski Academy. We have been blessed by 
the growing team, especially Phil and Reneta who served as interns during 
this year. We are thankful for the work Jason has achieved in Whitham and in 
Leyland there is fresh hope as Annemarie develops a fresh approach to the 
mission . 

We are excited about the new structure of the Shift Youth + Community 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation that enables members to fully 
participate in the vision and direction of the charity. As we continue to listen 
to God and obey the call to shift the culture of communities, we trust that 
many individuals and churches will join the movement.
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This Year in Numbers



Childrens Work

258 kids had regular 
contact with us, through 
14hrs (av) per month of 
kids work.

“At our holiday kids club we had some teenagers on 
team; one of them was only there for 1 day, but on 
the last day the child she had been working with 
was so impacted by the way she related to him 
that he insisted that we give his craft to her as a 
memento.” Claire, Reading

“Many of our kids have been with us for 
years and each year they get to explore 
further about the Christian faith from 
adults that patiently love and care 
for them.”
Dan, Wheatley

Connecting with kids under 10 years old and their families is 
a key component of our work. We do this mainly through after 
school and holiday clubs (as well as some of our community 
work described elsewhere). This year between our teams we 
ran 3 Summer Holiday Kids Clubs. Up in Leyland Annemarie 
has started kids craft sessions running during term time and 
the holidays. In Reading, Witham and Wheatley these programs 
have been going for a number of years, it’s been a great way to 
build lasting relationships with both kids and parents alike. 

Parents often express their gratitude for the effort we put into 
creating a safe place where kids are valued for who they are, 
and given space to be creative, ask questions and grow. 



Youth + 
Schools Work

153 youth had regular 
contact with us through 
92hrs (av) per month 
of youth work.

“Three of our Seniors completed the Boys Brigade 
programme after 12 years, each having earned the 
Queen’s Badge. Two have moved away to uni and 
connected with Christian groups. The third is going 
to college locally and has  started volunteering as an 
adult here in Witham.” Jason, Whitham

“There is such a strong level of comradery at Pulse as youth from 
11yrs to 17yrs interact together. I often hear about how these kids look 
out for each other at the secondary school. It’s a beautiful support 
network.” Dan, Wheatley

“We found ourselves being welcomed 
back with open arms. It really shows 
the trust that has built over the past 
year, and just how appreciated the 
Reset team are by staff and 
students.” Anika, Reading

We believe every teenager is full of God-given potential and has a story 
to tell; our aim is that each one we work with is given the opportunity to 
discover theirs. Some examples of our youth work this year are the Boys 
Brigade programs in Witham, Peer Leadership opportunities at Summer 
Kids Clubs and the Re:Start program in Reading through which students 
prepare for life and work whilst gaining an accredited qualification. 

Each week we connect with young people across the country in schools, 
churches and the community and we continue to see the impact that a 
positive adult role model can have in a young person’s life. 



Community Work

5 festivals + street 
parties attracted 1098 
people over the year.

“Organising and running our street party has really 
increased our visibility and grown friendships in our 
community. The local residents have been fantastic 
and we had such a great turnout, especially with 
SYC and the local scout group there to help. Its 
great to think that local children are growing up 
with such great memories of fun and friendships in 
their community.” Simon+Kat, Reading

“We love being able to come together to 
spend time with our friends and friends 
to be at community dinners. We love 
how everyone is welcome and no 
matter how  you are feeling its 
always good to share a meal 
with others.” 
Neil+Toya, Reading

“There continue to be 40 young men that come along to the weekly 
drop-in football sessions and we’ve had 3 volunteers step up to lead 
that.” Jason, Witham

Street Parties, Fun Days, Community Dinners, Sports and Craft Work-
shops are just some of the ways we have participated in our com-
munities. Whether supporting members of the community to run a 
program or running one ourselves, for us its about being part of the 
community, our home; we work in a way that shifts the culture by 
making Hope, Hospitality, Community and Creativity the hallmarks of 
all we do.  



Training + 
Conferences
13 training events, 
courses + conferences. 
256 people participated 
including local families + 
councils.

This is the joy of working along side people 
on The FAMILIES course!  It was a total 
delight to share a number of weeks with 
some delightful parents and to be at 
The Ridgeway School in Reading.” 
Families Course - Kath McNee, Wheatley

Our training is our best gift to empower others to see transformation in 
their own context. This year saw our first Families course run in a local 
primary school in Reading with fantastic responses. The Reading team 
also hosted 3 masterclasses in June with Andre Van Eymeren of Centre 
for Building Better Community; participants attended from churches, 
other charities and the local council to explore the theme ‘Building 
Flourishing Communities’. We also delivered the Foundations for Personal, 
Community and Cultural Transformation course both in Reading and in 
Albania. We continue to work hard at training our team and volunteers to 
do their best job in all our programs and events. 

“IT WORKED … it really DID!” A mum who came 
back for the third session, having tried out 
one of the ‘tools’ we looked at in the second 
week!

“I may sleep through some of this week’s 
sessions - but I just HAD to be here as 
last week was SO good”.  A dad who 
worked night shifts every night 
before our sessions



Join the movement

As a national movement we have a number of ways you 
can connect with us and take part in shifting culture and 
bringing change across the UK.

 
 Become an SYC Movement Member or Satellite Team;  
 you will get our news and prayer updates, and be 
            inspired for local community transformation where 
            you are.

 Do some of our training.

 Volunteer at an event or in the national office.

 Donate regularly via paypal, text SYC10 to 70085, or  
 standing order.

            Speak to us about how we can help you in your 
 schools, community and your church.

This Year in Finance
In God’s Kingdom the value of your gifts are multiplied by His 
grace and favour.  

Unaudited accounts April 2018 – March 2019

Total  £36, 240.24Total £31,436.700



Donate
Every penny you give contributes to the building of healthy 
communities where young people can thrive. 

To give via paypal and apply gift aid, visit 
www.syc.life/donate 

You can also give via paypal using the following email: 
office@syc.life

Text SYC1off10 to 70085 to give a one off gift of £10 
Text SYC10 to 70085 to set up a regular monthly gift of £10 

(in both cases gifts of £1-£20 possible)




