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Everything you need to put on a 
memorable, inclusive, community-
building celebration. 

How to Run a 
Street Party 
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Welcome to the start of your Street Party journey! We know you’ll find this resource 
really helpful as you plan an event to bring your neighbours together. We have put this 
manual together because we have seen how street parties and similar events can 
really transform the feel of a neighbourhood, helping to build a greater sense of 
community and connection between people…. And we believe that you can make that 
happen with your neighbours too.  
 
Shift Youth + Community are a registered charity made up of Christian youth and 
community workers committed to helping entire communities thrive. 
We do this by positively shaping the culture of programs and events that we run. We 
are committed to helping people like yourself shape positive culture in their 
community; our objectives include increasing social cohesion and building social 
capital. 
 
If at any time in your process of planning your event, you would like some advice or 
have any questions, we are just a phone call away. Contact us on 0118 931 4747 or 
drop us a line at office@syc.life. You can also find out more about us on our website; 
visit www.syc.life.  
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We rely on communities to support and sustain us, 
and if those communities are to survive and prosper, 

we must engage with them and nurture them. Hugh Mackay 
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I live in a street where the residents from 
even numbered houses are the current Tug 
O War champions. Unfortunately for me, I 
live in number thirteen.  

I live in a street where watching Barbara, 
who’s in her nineties, do the Limbo is 
legendary. 

I live in a street where it can take ages to 
walk the short distance home because so 
many people stop to chat. 

When Prince William & Kate Middleton 
decided to marry, they presented my 
husband and I with a wonderful opportunity 
for a celebration that was ‘right up our 
street’! Having recently arrived in southeast 
London from overseas, we decided there 
was no better time to help draw the 
neighbourhood together. 

I door knocked every one of the sixty-six 
houses in our street to canvas the Street 
Party idea. “I had thought about it, but 
you’re helping to make it happen,” was one 
lady’s response.  When eight neighbours 
came to the initial planning meeting, the 
group was beginning to take shape. People 
had local knowledge such as where to get 
tables and who was good at what! We knew 
then we were well under way. 

Even the preparations were a great way to 
meet neighbours as some would stop and 
ask how the plans were progressing. Each 
day, response forms would appear declaring 
who was attending and what they would 
bring. 

The Street Party afternoon tea went 
smoothly with help from some friends who 
assisted us to run “community building” 
activities: the food represented the nations 
in the neighbourhood and everyone wore a 
nametag including their house number. This 
encouraged conversation amongst 
strangers. Older folk brought their fold up 
chairs and sat together so they could watch 
the activities. Families even brought friends.  

 

People mingled with one another as they 
completed quizzes. Two men, usually 
housebound, came in their wheelchairs and 
loved being connected again. Music mixed 
with laughter. Children ran around, 
everyone returned to the food tables time 
and time again and no one went home. A 
group photo from an upstairs window 
captured one hundred and twenty smiling 
faces. 

We’ve now had five parties in our street. 
Each time others are taking more initiative. 
Our street has become friendlier, with a 
greater amount of connection between 
residents occurring up and down the street.  

Relationships take time to build. To keep the 
connections ongoing, we’ve tried to find 
other ways to make contact by having meals 
with neighbours, cheese nights and drinks 
parties. We’ve had two Christmas parties at 
our local parish hall. Recently we’ve had 
opportunities to offer support to several 
neighbours facing difficulties. We still have a 
long way before our street is transformed. 
And there’s probably a lot more we could be 
doing. But we have begun.  

I live in a street where our resident DJ, who 
happens to be a deputy headmaster, 
quietens the crowd to announce, “Our street 
has become a community!”  

I live in a street where I now love to live. 

 

Jenny Woods 

Community doesn’t just happen. 
It needs a group of people to build it intentionally. 

The story of my street 


